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Town of Sherman 

Conservation Commission 
Monthly Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, March 9, 2022 

Mallory Town Hall (via ZOOM), 7:00 p.m.  

 

    

Members Present:  B. McCann (Chair), M. MacKinnnon, C. Shulman  

 

Members Absent: (M. LaVia, R. Martin)  

 

Other Attendees:  Patricia Bailey, Lauren Weber, Anne Weisberg, Christine Aruza (Clerk) 

 

 

 

Call to Order:  Chairman B. McCann called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 

 

Approval of Minutes:  

 

C. Shulman made a motion to vote on approval of the February 9, 2022 minutes 

with M. MacKinnon revisions.  

 

Seconded by: M. MacKinnon 

 

Vote: Unanimous For 

 

Correspondence:   

 

Chad Seewagen (Executive Director of Great Hollow) reached out in writing to the Conservation 

Commission. He inquired if the commission had been consulted regarding the potential 

environmental impact of the proposed senior housing project (Independence Village) on the 

adjacent woodland.  

 

The commission received additional correspondence from Brook Healy. She is the daughter of 

the head of public works in New Milford and responsible for making her college campus in New 

Hampshire a Bee City. New Milford is also in the process of becoming a Bee City. She provided 

helpful links regarding this endeavor.  

 

The final correspondence came from Holly Kocet (Chairman of the Newtown Conservation 

Commission) & Barbara Thomas (Chairman of the Monroe Conservation Commission). The 

letter was in regard to their efforts to have their respective towns pass new native plant 
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regulations for municipal, commercial and industrial properties. They are offering to consult via 

email/phone should the commission wish.   

 

New Business: 

 

 New Members: Anne Weisberg & Lauren Weber  

 

The commission introduced two potential new commissioners. A. Weisberg and her husband 

(originally from NYC) purchased their home in Sherman in December 2019. L. Weber and her 

husband (originally from Pawling) purchased their home in November 2019. B. McCann advised 

that they came highly recommended from D. Lowe and if at the end of the meeting they are 

interested they will be invited to join the commission. M. MacKinnon additionally advised that 

this then needs to be formalized by D. Lowe who will read it into the minutes of the next regular 

Board of Selectman meeting. B. McCann advised it is slated for the next meeting.     

 

P&Z Request to Provide Chapter for New POCD  

 

B. McCann spoke to Jeannene Burruano (Planning and Zoning Commission) to seek clarity on 

their request for the Conservation Commission to provide an updated chapter to the Sherman 

Plan of Conservation Development (POCD). The revised POCD is due in 2023. The Sherman 

Land Acquisition Fund (SLAF) Advisory Board led the original writing of this chapter (Open 

Space Plan). J. Burruano confirmed the SLAF committee still exists but is inactive. The original 

goal of the chapter centered on preserving open space via land acquisition.      

 

J. Burruano advised the Planning and Zoning Commission reviewed the Conservation 

Commission’s 2018 Natural Resource Inventory Report during their last meeting. They proposed 

that the last chapter of the report outlining recommendations (with some modifications) could 

serve as the updated POCD chapter. They will take it under advisement at their next meeting.  

 

C. Shulman inquired if there will be an open space plan chapter in the updated POCD. B. 

McCann advised it will be replaced by this chapter. Several topics addressed in the dedicated 

open space chapter were already covered in other text areas of the main document. Discussion 

ensued about suggesting to the town that the land acquisition fund be reinstated, be obligatory, 

meet once a year and have a small budget allocation. A percentage of the town’s tax income 

previously went to the fund. The fund utilized the monies in the past to purchase Munch 

Meadow.    

 

C. Shulman suggested the commission could speak with the Northwest Connecticut Land 

Conservancy (NCLC) to see if they can entirely handle Sherman’s open space land acquisition 

needs. The NCLC replaced the Naromi Land Trust. The commission could speak to Stephanie 

Warren or Phyllis Mcgoldrick who are on the Naromi Advisory Council which is a sub-council 

of the NCLC.  
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Projects/Programs for 2022  

 

M. MacKinnon advised the commission will partner with the Sherman Library again this year on 

two programs. The spring program is typically held around the time of Earth Day. The 

commission and library will split the speaker’s fee for Kim Smith the documentary film director 

who will present her film, “Beauty on the Wing: Life Story of the Monarch Butterfly” this 

spring. The program will take place on Thursday, April 21st @ 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. M. 

MacKinnon will contact Jamie Cantoni (Executive Director, Sherman Library) to obtain the link 

to facilitate early registration. M. MacKinnon belongs to the Connecticut Wild Ones group 

which has offered to publicize the program via their monthly email announcement.   

 

Per M. MacKinnon the fall program with Dr. Doug Tallamy is confirmed for Thursday, Oct. 6th 

which is right before Indigenous People’s Day and slightly after the fall equinox. Dr. Tallamy is 

a nationally known speaker and the author of “Bringing Nature Home”. He started the whole 

ecological movement of using native plants instead of exotics in our gardens and backyards. He 

is a professor of entomology and understands well the link between our native insects and native 

plants.    

 

The commission will partner with the NCLC and the library on this program. The NCLC will 

offer their Zoom license for this event as they expect more than 100 virtual attendees. M. 

MacKinnon also approached the Candlewood Lake Authority to partner on this event but has not 

been able to connect yet. B. McCann knows the Executive Director (Mark Howarth) and will 

reach out to him directly.  

 

M. MacKinnon will additionally promote the spring event and other commission activities via an 

article published under the Conservation Corner banner in next week’s Town Tribune. The 

article will also solicit volunteers for building the pollinator garden and removing invasive 

plants.         

 

A. Weisberg suggested as a follow-up to the event to have folks send in photos of butterflies 

from their property. This could be put into a shareable booklet to help engender public 

engagement. M. MacKinnon advised there are 150 species of butterflies that are either native to 

Connecticut or migrate through the state. There are also 350 species of native bees in the state.   

 

Discussion shifted to the topic for Dr. Tallamy’s program. He has several presentations from 

which to choose. His presentation on oak trees (“The Nature of Oaks”) highlights them as a 

keystone species. A reduction in oak trees would negatively impact over 500 species of 

caterpillars. In this presentation he will talk about water quality and conservation as well as the 

importance of not clearing fall leaves. Fall leaf litter is critical for mourning cloak butterflies, 

bees and fireflies to over winter and serve as a critical food source for other species.  

 

A. Weisberg suggested a hybrid event for the fall program with the speaker virtual and the 

conservation commission in a physical, local location. Discussion followed on whether or not to 

have a flyer. The NCLC has resources to put together a flyer and can take the lead for the Dr. 

Tallamy event. M. MacKinnon will work with J. Cantoni on creation of a marketing flyer for the 

spring event. The library also wanted to partner with the commission on another program to host 
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the presenter of Artist Gardens of New England. They also have a presentation on Spring 

ephemerals (e.g., trout lilies) which is more in line with conservation topics especially pollinator 

gardens. This could be a more suitable option for Earth Day 2023.  

 

B. McCann will reach out to the town to determine how split billing works as it pertains to 

partnering on the aforementioned planned spring and fall programs.    

 

Native Species Ordinance in Newtown Update 

 

To recap from the prior meeting. H. Kocet stated their conservation commission originally 

approached the Newtown board of selectman to pass a municipal native plant ordinance for the 

town. The Newtown board of selectman opted for a new municipal policy instead of an 

ordinance, which included the schools. The policy was passed by the town. Their planning and 

zoning commission further advised they already had this requirement in their municipal zoning 

regulation. The regulation was subsequently amended to include commercial and industrial 

properties.  

 

Should the town of Sherman pursue a similar approach enforcement would fall to the planning 

and zoning officer with respect to new commercial/industrial development. Municipal 

enforcement would be the responsibility of the first selectman. C. Shulman recommended 

simplifying the Newtown text for Sherman. This could be important in the near term for the 

proposed new senior center and potential senior housing complex. B. McCann suggested to 

initially approach the First Selectman about adoption of the policy after making town-specific 

modifications. If the policy is approved it should also be incorporated into the POCD chapter.       

        

Vice Chairman 

 

B. McCann approached M. MacKinnon on becoming Vice Chairman following P. Bailey’s 

retirement from the role and commission. M. MacKinnon accepted.  

 

B. McCann made a motion to nominate M. MacKinnnon as Vice Chairman.  

Seconded by: C. Shulman  

Vote: Unanimous For 

 

In-Person Meetings  

  

B. McCann raised the prospect of a return to in-person meetings. There was consensus amongst 

the commission to conduct the April meeting at Mallory Town Hall. B. McCann will check 

availability.  
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WCCAA/Cricket Valley 

  

The commission needs to obtain a final update from the folks in Kent as well as Cricket Valley 

and report back on any findings in addition to difficulties/limitations encountered during the 

project. C. Shulman to call and obtain a final report from the scientists.  

 

 Bee Cities Update 

 

B. McCann provided an update on the action item to reach out to New Milford and find out more 

about their journey towards becoming a Bee City.  B. McCann reached out to Jack Healy and he 

put him in direct contact with Brook Healy to keep track of their progress in New Milford 

specifically.  

 

 Other  

 

Pursuant to C. Seewagen’s correspondence, concerns were reiterated about the environmental 

impact of the proposed Independence Village senior housing project. C. Shulman will reach out 

to Barbara Ackerman about how big the lot would be and how many trees would be taken down 

as part of the development effort. 

 

In final commission meeting business, L. Weber and A. Weisberg agreed to join the commission.   

 

Adjournment:  B. McCann adjourned the meeting at 8:47 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted by Christine Aruza 

Next meeting:  Wednesday, April 13, 2022, @ 7:00 p.m., Mallory Town Hall  


